2 Contemporary Peacemaking world peace processes defy neat categorization. Indeed, there is no such thing as a typical peace process that follows a precisely linear path from tentative pre-negotiation contacts to full-scale negotiations, agreement, and implementation. Instead, the reality of peace processes is often a stop-go dynamic and a complex choreography of the sequencing of initiatives and concessions to suit local circumstances.
Mirroring the five themes or stages, the book is organized into five sections. Each section begins with a brief introduction of the main issues and contains chapters relevant to the theme or stage of the peace process. Some issues, such as gender or indigenous approaches to peacemaking, are cross-cutting and potentially have relevance to all stages of a peacemaking process. The book is deliberately comparative and draws on examples that are often overlooked in other studies of peacemaking. This is the second edition of the book, allowing contributors to update their chapters in the light of the changing pattern and context of peacemaking, and in the light of changing academic debates.
1
Perhaps the most significant contextual change since the publication of the first edition has been the post-9/11 'war on terror' and the rush by some governments and international organizations to classify militant opponents as 'terrorists'. In some cases, for example the Philippines, the space for inclusive approaches to peacemaking has narrowed noticeably. Yet there have been other, more positive, changes such as more sophisticated and patient efforts by the international community to introduce democracy in post-civil war societies or the increasing recognition that sustainable development is the key to sustainable peace.
The second edition of the book has also allowed the introduction of new chapters in recognition of the growing complexity of peacemaking and its linkage with other issues such as globalization or international campaigns to reduce poverty. Thus this edition includes new chapters on the international structures of peacemaking, gender, traditional peacemaking techniques, refugees and the internally displaced, the political economy of peacemaking, and peacebuilding. The additional and revised chapters have allowed a greater focus on the post-peace accord phase of peacemaking. Several hundred peace accords have been reached over the past two decades.
2 Yet the mere reaching of an accord brings no guarantee of its implementation. Indeed, the implementation and reconstruction phases of a peace process are often the site of further conflict. The concluding chapter ends with a set of propositions designed to help policymakers and those involved in peacemaking. These propositions have been fully revised from the first edition.
What is a peace process?
The use of the term 'peace process' may be recent but the concept is as old as war. Sophisticated conventions on ceasefires and peace negotiations were
